












































































AGREED TO on behalf of PLAINTIFF VICKI JO HINES NORTON
AND THE SETTLEMENT CLASS:

By,Dated

Dated

VICKI JO HINES NOR'|ON. for herself
and the Settlement Class Members

TO on behalf of HUGHES FEDERAL C DIT L]NION:

ulaq/tu Br':

Name:
Title:
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Exhibit A 



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PIMA 

 

DAMETRIUS HARRISON, and VICKI JO 

HINES NORTON, individually and on 

behalf of all others similarly situated, 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

HUGHES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, 

 

Defendant. 

 

 

Case No.: C20232230 

 

(The Hon. Greg Sakall) 

 

 

ORDER CERTIFYING SETTLEMENT CLASS, PRELIMINARILY APPROVING 

CLASS SETTLEMENT, AND DIRECTING THE ISSUANCE OF NOTICE TO THE 

SETTLEMENT CLASS 

This Court has before it a proposed class action settlement. Having reviewed the Class 

Action Settlement Agreement and Release filed in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary 

Approval (the “Settlement Agreement”), having reviewed Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary 

Approval, having been advised that Defendant Hughes Federal Credit Union (“HFCU”) joins in 

the relief requested, and based on the facts and circumstances at issue in this case, the Court 

finds and ORDERS as follows: 

SUMMARY OF CLAIMS AND DEFENSES 

1. Plaintiffs Dametrius Harrison and Vicki Jo Hines Norton allege that HFCU 

violated Arizona law in connection with notices sent to borrowers following repossession of 

motor vehicles. Plaintiffs contend that the notices failed to comply with applicable provisions of 

Arizona’s Uniform Commercial Code and seek statutory damages and related relief on behalf of 

themselves and similarly situated borrowers. 



2. HFCU denies any liability, denies that its notices or practices violated any law, 

denies that Plaintiffs or Settlement Class Members are entitled to any recovery, and asserts 

defenses to the claims. HFCU nevertheless consents, for settlement purposes only, to 

certification of the Settlement Class and preliminary approval of the Settlement. 

CLASS FINDINGS FOR SETTLEMENT PURPOSES 

3. For settlement purposes only, the Court preliminarily finds that the requirements 

of Arizona Rule of Civil Procedure 23(a) and Rule 23(b)(3) are satisfied. 

4. Numerosity is satisfied because HFCU represents that its records identify 3,815 

Secured Obligations, some with co-borrowers, for a total of 4,548 borrowers. 

5. Commonality and predominance are satisfied because the claims turn on common 

factual and legal questions, including whether HFCU repossessed or ordered repossession of 

financed vehicles, whether the post-repossession notices and related conduct complied with 

Arizona law, and the measure of statutory damages and settlement relief. 

6. Typicality is satisfied because the Class Representatives’ claims arise from the 

same alleged course of conduct and legal theories as the claims of Settlement Class Members. 

7. Adequacy is satisfied because the interests of Dametrius Harrison and Vicki Jo 

Hines Norton appear aligned with the interests of the Settlement Class, and because proposed 

Class Counsel are experienced in consumer and class action litigation. 

8. For settlement purposes, a class action is superior to other available methods for 

fairly and efficiently resolving the controversy, particularly given the common questions 

presented, the number of Settlement Class Members, and the efficiency of resolving the claims 

and disputed Deficiencies in a single proceeding. 

 



SETTLEMENT CLASS, CLASS REPRESENTATIVES, AND CLASS COUNSEL 

9. The Court preliminarily certifies the following Settlement Class for settlement 

purposes only: (a) all persons who financed the purchase of a motor vehicle for consumer use 

through Hughes, or who financed the purchase of such vehicle through another entity but such 

finance agreement was thereafter assigned to HFCU; (b) whose vehicle was pledged as collateral 

under the finance agreement; (c) from whom HFCU, as secured party, repossessed the vehicle or 

ordered it repossessed; (d) who had an Arizona address as of the date of repossession; (e) in the 

period commencing May 18, 2019 through August 4, 2023. 

10. Dametrius Harrison and Vicki Jo Hines Norton are appointed as Class 

Representatives. 

11. Cary L. Flitter, Andrew M. Milz, Jody T. López-Jacobs, and Edward Flitter, along 

with Flitter Milz, P.C., and Mark Rubin, along with Rubin & Bernstein PLLC, are appointed as 

Class Counsel for settlement purposes. 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT 

12. The Court preliminarily approves the Settlement as fair, reasonable, and adequate, 

as it falls within the range of reasonableness as required for final approval. 

13. The Settlement provides, among other relief, a $7,000,000.00 Settlement Fund; 

release and resolution by accord and satisfaction of approximately $25,603,000.00 in claimed 

Deficiencies, subject to the terms of the Settlement Agreement and any timely Election Not to 

Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance; and a request by HFCU that Credit 

Reporting Agencies delete the trade lines for the motor vehicle Secured Obligations and 

Deficiencies at issue. 



14. The Court preliminarily finds that, except for Settlement Class Members who 

properly submit an Election Not to Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance, the 

Settlement’s release and resolution of disputed Deficiencies constitutes a bona fide accord and 

satisfaction as described in the Settlement Agreement. 

15. This Order does not constitute any admission or finding of liability, wrongdoing, 

or the propriety of class certification outside the settlement context. 

FINAL APPROVAL HEARING 

16. A Final Approval Hearing shall be held on ____________________, 202__, at 

__________ _.m. in a courtroom to be designated by the Superior Court of the State of Arizona, 

Pima County, to determine whether the Settlement should be finally approved as fair, reasonable, 

and adequate; whether judgment should be entered; whether the requested Class Representative 

service awards, Class Counsel attorney fees and expenses, and administration costs should be 

approved; and such other matters as may properly come before the Court. 

17. The Final Approval Hearing may be continued or adjourned without further 

notice to the Settlement Class, except that notice of any continuance shall be provided to persons 

who filed timely and valid objections. 

NOTICE TO THE SETTLEMENT CLASS 

18. The Court approves the Class Notice substantially in the form attached to the 

Settlement Agreement as Exhibit B. The Court also approves use of the Election Not to Accept 

Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance form attached to the Settlement Agreement as 

Exhibit D, to be provided with the Class Notice. 

19. Subject to the terms of the Settlement Agreement, HFCU shall provide the 

Settlement Administrator with the confidential Settlement Class list required by the Settlement 



Agreement. The Settlement Administrator shall update addresses through the National Change of 

Address database and other reasonable means as set forth in the Settlement Agreement. 

20. The Settlement Administrator shall mail the Class Notice by first-class United 

States mail to Settlement Class Members at updated addresses within the time required by the 

Settlement Agreement. If notice is returned with a forwarding address or if a more current 

address is located through reasonable address-update procedures, the Settlement Administrator 

shall promptly re-mail notice to that address. 

21. The Court finds that the approved notice program is the best notice practicable 

under the circumstances; is reasonably calculated to apprise Settlement Class Members of the 

Settlement, their rights, deadlines, and options; and satisfies Arizona law, Rule 23, the United 

States Constitution, and due process. 

 

EXCLUSIONS, ELECTIONS, OBJECTIONS, AND APPEARANCES 

22. A Settlement Class Member who wishes to opt out of the Settlement must mail a 

written request for exclusion to the Settlement Administrator, postmarked no later than forty-two 

(42) days after the initial mailing of the Class Notice. The request must include the Settlement 

Class Member’s full name, current address, telephone number, signature, and a statement of 

intent not to participate in the Settlement. No Settlement Class Member, or proxy, may exclude 

any other Settlement Class Member, and no request may be made on behalf of a group. 

23. A Settlement Class Member who does not opt out but does not want HFCU’s 

claimed Deficiency compromised as part of the Settlement must submit an Election Not to 

Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance form to the Settlement Administrator, 

postmarked no later than the deadline stated in the Class Notice. 



24. A Settlement Class Member who wishes to object to the Settlement, the requested 

service awards, Class Counsel attorney fees or expenses, or any other aspect of the Settlement 

must file a written Notice of Objection with the Court and mail copies to the Settlement 

Administrator, Class Counsel, and Defense Counsel, postmarked no later than forty-two (42) 

days after the initial mailing of the Class Notice. 

25. The Notice of Objection must include the information required by the Settlement 

Agreement and Class Notice, including the objector’s name, address, telephone number, email 

address if available, last four digits of Social Security number, each objection and supporting 

facts, any documents or evidence relied upon, any attorney or expert information, whether the 

objector intends to appear, and a signed declaration under penalty of perjury. 

26. Settlement Class Members who fail to submit a timely and proper request for 

exclusion shall be bound by all proceedings, orders, and judgments in this action if the 

Settlement receives final approval. Settlement Class Members who fail to timely and properly 

object shall be deemed to have waived their objections. 

The addresses for exclusions, elections, objections, and notices of appearance are: 

Settlement Administrator Class Counsel Defense Counsel 

HFCU Repossession Class 

Settlement 

P.O. Box 23648 

Jacksonville, FL 32241 

Jody T. López-Jacobs 

FLITTER MILZ, P.C. 

450 N. Narberth Ave., Suite 

101 

Narberth, PA 19072 

Bradley E. Faber 

GORDON REES SCULLY 

MANSUKHANI, LLP 

1 N. Wacker, Suite 1600 

Chicago, IL 60606 

PROOF OF NOTICE AND FURTHER PROCEEDINGS 

27. Within seven (7) days after the deadline to opt out or object, the Settlement 

Administrator shall provide to Class Counsel an affidavit describing the administration and 

results of the notice program, including the number of Class Notices mailed and deemed 



undeliverable, and identifying any persons who validly objected to or requested exclusion from 

the Settlement. 

28. Plaintiffs shall file their motion for final approval, request for Class 

Representative service awards, and application for Class Counsel attorney fees and expenses at 

least ten (10) calendar days before the Final Approval Hearing, unless otherwise ordered by the 

Court. 

29. If the Settlement is not finally approved, is terminated, or otherwise does not 

become effective, this Order shall be null and void and without prejudice to the rights of the 

Parties, as set forth in the Settlement Agreement. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

DATED this _____ day of ____________________, 2026. 

 

BY THE COURT: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Judge of the Superior Court 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PIMA 

 

DAMETRIUS HARRISON, and VICKI JO 

HINES NORTON, individually and on 

behalf of all others similarly situated, 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

HUGHES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, 

 

Defendant. 

 

 

Case No.: C20232230 

 

(The Hon. Greg Sakall) 

 

 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

You may be entitled to receive a settlement payment and elimination of any 

Deficiency in connection with a class action against 

Hughes Federal Credit Union 
 

An Arizona Court has authorized this notice. 

This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

You are not being sued. 

• This settlement resolves lawsuits over whether Hughes Federal Credit Union (“HFCU”) sent 

borrowers proper notice of their rights after vehicle repossession.  

• HFCU denies and disputes the claims asserted in the Litigation and denies any liability. The 

parties disagree about whether any money, and if so how much, could have been awarded if 

Plaintiffs prevailed at trial. 

• The Settlement will create a $7,000,000.00 Settlement Fund; resolve by accord and satisfaction 

approximately $25,603,000.00 in claimed Deficiencies, unless a Settlement Class Member 

timely elects not to accept that compromise; and require HFCU to request that Credit Reporting 

Agencies delete the trade lines for the motor vehicle Secured Obligations and Deficiencies at 

issue, as set forth in the Settlement Agreement.  

• Your rights are affected whether you act or not.  Read this notice carefully. 

 

 



 

 

Your Legal Rights and 

Options 
What They Mean 

Do Nothing If the Court approves the Settlement and you do not opt out, you will 

remain in the Settlement Class. You will receive any cash payment for 

which you are eligible, HFCU will request credit reporting deletion as 

described in the Settlement Agreement, and any disputed Deficiency will 

be resolved through the Settlement unless you submit an Election Not to 

Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance. 
Exclude Yourself from 

the Settlement 
You may opt out of the Settlement. If you opt out, you will not receive the 

cash, credit reporting, or Deficiency-relief benefits of the Settlement, but 

you keep any right you may have to sue HFCU about the claims resolved 

by the Settlement. Act by [DATE 42 DAYS AFTER INITIAL 

MAILING]. 
Decline the Deficiency 

Compromise but Retain 

Other Settlement 

Benefits 

If you want to remain in the Settlement and receive any cash and credit 

reporting benefits, but you do not want your claimed Deficiency 

compromised as part of the Settlement, you must submit the enclosed 

Election Not to Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance 

form. Act by [DATE 42 DAYS AFTER INITIAL MAILING]. 
Object If you do not opt out, you may object to the Settlement by writing to the 

Court and sending copies to the Settlement Administrator and counsel. Act 

by [DATE 42 DAYS AFTER INITIAL MAILING]. 
Go to a Hearing You may ask to speak in Court about the fairness of the Settlement at the 

Final Approval Hearing on [DATE OF FINAL APPROVAL HEARING] 

at [TIME]. 

 

These rights and options, and the deadlines to exercise them, are explained below. The 

Court still has to decide whether to approve the Settlement. Payments and other benefits will be 

provided only if the Court approves the Settlement and after any appeals are resolved. For more 

information or to review key documents or the class action settlement agreement, you can visit 

below website created for this settlement. 

 

Settlement Administrator telephone: [PHONE NUMBER] 

Settlement website: [WEBSITE] 

Class Counsel telephone: 1-888-668-1225 
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BASIC INFORMATION 

1. Why did I get this notice package? 

 

The Court approved this notice because you have a right to know about a proposed 

settlement of a class action lawsuit and about your options before the Court decides whether to 

approve the Settlement. HFCU’s records indicate that you may be a Settlement Class Member.    

2. What is this lawsuit about? 

 

The lawsuit alleges that HFCU violated Arizona law with respect to certain notices HFCU 

sent to borrowers after repossession of their vehicles. HFCU denies that it violated any law and 

denies that Plaintiffs or Settlement Class Members are entitled to any recovery.   

The Settlement concerns the action pending in the Superior Court of Arizona, Pima County, 

captioned Dametrius Harrison and Vicki Jo Hines Norton, individually and on behalf of all others 

similarly situated v. Hughes Federal Credit Union, Case No. C20232230, before the Honorable 

Greg Sakall. It also resolves the related Norton litigation as described in the Settlement Agreement. 

3. Why is this a class action? 

 

In a class action, one or more people called Class Representatives sue on behalf of people 

who have similar claims. Here, Dametrius Harrison and Vicki Jo Hines Norton are the proposed 

Class Representatives. One Court resolves the issues for all Settlement Class Members, except 

those who exclude themselves. HFCU has challenged whether this case should proceed as a class 

action but has agreed not to oppose this case proceeding as a class for settlement purposes only. 

4. Why is there a settlement? 

 

Plaintiffs believe the Settlement is fair and provides substantial benefits while avoiding the 

delays, costs, and risks of continued litigation, including class certification, trial, and appeal. 

HFCU believes the claims are without merit and that Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class may 

recover nothing if the cases continue. The Court has not decided who is right 

WHO IS IN THE SETTLEMENT 

5. How do I know that I am part of the settlement? 

 

You are included if you meet the Settlement Class definition: (a) all persons who financed 

the purchase of a motor vehicle for consumer use through Hughes, or who financed the purchase 

of such vehicle through another entity but such finance agreement was thereafter assigned to 

HFCU; (b) whose vehicle was pledged as collateral under the finance agreement; (c) from whom 

HFCU, as secured party, repossessed the vehicle or ordered it repossessed; (d) who had an Arizona 

address as of the date of repossession; (e) in the period commencing May 18, 2019 through August 

4, 2023. If you received this Notice by mail, HFCU’s records indicate that you may be a Settlement 

Class Member.   
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THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS – WHAT YOU GET 

6. What does the settlement provide for me? 

  

Cash Component: HFCU has agreed to create a $7,000,000.00 Settlement Fund. 

Approved administration costs, Class Counsel fees and expenses, and Class Representative service 

awards will be paid from that fund. The Net Fund will be distributed pro rata to Cash Payment 

Eligible Settlement Class Members based on each member’s finance charge and amount financed, 

per Secured Obligation, as described in the Settlement Agreement. The Settlement Agreement 

estimates that, using the illustrative deductions described there, payments would equal 

approximately 14.69% of full statutory damages and the average Settlement Class Member check 

would be approximately $1,067.00. If after the first distribution of checks to the Class more than 

$150,000 remains in the Net Fund (from uncashed or undistributable checks), there will be a 

second distribution of checks to the Class. Any balance that remains after the second distribution 

will be donated to charitable purposes approved by the Court. 

You will be paid a proportionate share of the net settlement proceeds, which you can view 

at this website: [WEBSITE]. This payment will be sent to you by check unless you promptly 

contact the Settlement Administrator to request one of the other available payment methods it 

offers. 

Credit Reporting Relief: Not later than sixty (60) days after the Effective Date, HFCU 

will request that Credit Reporting Agencies delete the trade line for the motor vehicle Secured 

Obligations and Deficiencies at issue from the credit files of Settlement Class Members. The Credit 

Reporting Agencies are separate entities from HFCU, and the Settlement Agreement describes the 

limits of HFCU’s obligations if a Credit Reporting Agency does not delete a trade line after 

HFCU’s request. 

Elimination of Disputed Deficiency Balances: HFCU represents that the aggregate total 

of claimed Deficiencies is approximately $25,603,000.00. The parties dispute HFCU’s entitlement 

to those claimed Deficiencies. Unless you timely submit an Election Not to Accept Compromise 

of Disputed Deficiency Balance, the Settlement resolves any claimed Deficiency through accord 

and satisfaction. This relief does not apply to claims excluded from the Settlement Agreement, 

including certain claims where a Settlement Class Member reinstated a Secured Obligation and 

got the repossessed vehicle back before auction. 

TAX IMPLICATIONS 

7. Are there tax implications? 

 

There may be tax implications. The Settlement Administrator will cause any proper Form 

1099-series or comparable tax document to issue, if required, for cash distributions to Settlement 

Class Members over $2,000.00. The Settlement Agreement states that the parties view the 

reduction of claimed Deficiencies to zero as the result of a contested liability disputed in good 

faith. HFCU will not issue Forms 1099 regarding Deficiencies unless an agreed accounting firm 

issues an opinion that such forms must be filed and furnished. You should consult a tax advisor 

about your individual situation. 
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HOW YOU GET THE BENEFITS OF THE SETTLEMENT 

8. Do I need to do anything to get a payment or the credit reporting relief? 

 

No. If the Court finally approves the Settlement and you do not opt out, you will 

automatically receive any cash payment for which you are eligible and any credit reporting relief 

provided by the Settlement Agreement. Payments will be sent by check unless you timely contact 

the Settlement Administrator to request an available alternative electronic payment method and 

provide the required information.  

9. Do I need to do anything to have my claimed Deficiency resolved? 

 

No. Unless you timely submit the enclosed Election Not to Accept Compromise of 

Disputed Deficiency Balance, any claimed Deficiency covered by the Settlement will be resolved 

through the Settlement. If you do not want your claimed Deficiency compromised, complete and 

mail the Election form postmarked by [DATE 42 DAYS AFTER INITIAL MAILING] to the 

Settlement Administrator. 

 

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT 

10. What am I giving up to get a payment or stay in the Class? 

 

Unless you exclude yourself, you will be bound by the Settlement Agreement and Final 

Approval Order. You will release the Settled Claims described in the Settlement Agreement and 

will be barred from suing or continuing to sue HFCU or the Released Persons for those Settled 

Claims. The specific language of the release is set forth in the Settlement Agreement, which can 

be found on the website: [WEBSITE] 

11. How do I get out of the settlement? 

 

To exclude yourself, mail a written request for exclusion to the Settlement Administrator, 

postmarked no later than [DATE 42 DAYS AFTER INITIAL MAILING]. The request must 

include your full name, current address, telephone number, signature, and a statement that you 

want to be excluded from the Settlement in Harrison v. Hughes Federal Credit Union, Case No. 

C20232230. No person may opt out for anyone else or for a group. 

12. If I don’t exclude myself, can I sue HFCU for the same thing later? 

 

No.  Unless you exclude yourself, you give up any right to sue HFCU for the claims that 

this settlement resolves.  

13. If I exclude myself, can I get money from this settlement? 

 

No. If you exclude yourself, you will not receive money from the Settlement, credit 

reporting relief, elimination or compromise of a claimed Deficiency, or any other relief provided 

by the Settlement.   
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THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU 

14. Do I have a lawyer in this case? 

 

Yes. The Court has appointed Cary L. Flitter, Andrew M. Milz, Jody T. López-Jacobs, and 

Edward Flitter of Flitter Milz, P.C., and Mark Rubin of Rubin & Bernstein PLLC, as Class 

Counsel. You will not be charged individually for these lawyers. You may hire your own lawyer 

at your own expense. 

15. How will the lawyers and Representative Plaintiff be paid? 

 

Class Counsel will ask the Court to approve attorneys’ fees not to exceed $2,800,000.00 

and expenses not to exceed $50,000.00, to be paid from the Settlement Fund. The Class 

Representatives will ask the Court to approve service awards of $15,000.00 each, also to be paid 

from the Settlement Fund. The Court may award less than the amounts requested 

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT 

16. How do I object to the settlement? 

 

If you are a Settlement Class Member and do not opt out, you may object by filing a written 

Notice of Objection with the Court and mailing copies to the Settlement Administrator, Class 

Counsel, and Defense Counsel, postmarked no later than [DATE 42 DAYS AFTER INITIAL 

MAILING]. Your objection must include the information required by the Settlement Agreement 

and Preliminary Approval Order, including your name, address, telephone number, email address 

if available, last four digits of Social Security number, each objection and supporting facts, 

documents and evidence relied upon, attorney or expert information if applicable, whether you 

intend to appear, and a signed declaration under penalty of perjury. 

The addresses for objections and notices of appearance are: 

Settlement Administrator Class Counsel Defense Counsel 

HFCU Repossession Class 

Settlement 

P.O. Box 23648 

Jacksonville, FL 32241 

Jody T. López-Jacobs 

FLITTER MILZ, P.C. 

450 N. Narberth Ave.,  

Suite 101 

Narberth, PA 19072 

Bradley E. Faber 

GORDON REES SCULLY 

MANSUKHANI, LLP 

1 N. Wacker, Suite 1600 

Chicago, IL 60606 

 

17. What’s the difference between objecting and excluding? 

 

Objecting tells the Court that you do not like some part of the Settlement but you remain 

in the Settlement Class. Excluding yourself tells the Court that you do not want to be part of the 

Settlement. If you exclude yourself, you cannot object because the Settlement no longer affects 

you. 
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THE COURT’S FAIRNESS HEARING 

18. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the settlement? 

 

The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on [DATE] at [TIME] before the Superior 

Court of the State of Arizona in Pima County. At the hearing, the Court will consider whether the 

Settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate; whether to approve Class Counsel fees and expenses; 

whether to approve service awards; and whether to enter final judgment. 

19. Do I have to attend the hearing? 

 

No. Class Counsel will answer any questions the Court may have. You may attend at your 

own expense. If you file a timely and proper objection, the Court will consider it even if you don’t 

attend. 

20. May I speak at the hearing? 

 

You may ask the Court for permission to speak at the Final Approval Hearing by filing and 

serving a Notice of Intention to Appear in the manner required by the Preliminary Approval Order 

and Class Notice. You cannot speak at the hearing if you exclude yourself from the Settlement.  

IF YOU DO NOTHING 

21. What happens if I do nothing at all? 

 

If you do nothing and the Court finally approves the Settlement, you will remain in the 

Settlement Class, receive any payment and credit reporting relief for which you are eligible, and 

any claimed Deficiency covered by the Settlement will be resolved unless you timely submit an 

Election Not to Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance.   

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 

22. Are there more details about the settlement? 

 

Yes. This notice summarizes the Settlement. More details are in the Settlement Agreement 

and related Court papers, which may be reviewed on the settlement website at [WEBSITE], or by 

contacting the Settlement Administrator or Class Counsel. Please do not contact the Court, HFCU, 

or HFCU’s counsel with questions about this Notice. 

Settlement Administrator telephone: [PHONE NUMBER] 

Settlement website: [WEBSITE] 

Class Counsel telephone: 1-888-668-1225 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PIMA 

 

DAMETRIUS HARRISON, and VICKI JO 

HINES NORTON, individually and on 

behalf of all others similarly situated, 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

HUGHES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, 

 

Defendant. 

 

 

Case No.: C20232230 

 

(The Hon. Greg Sakall) 

 

 

FINAL ORDER APPROVING CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT,  

ENTERING FINAL JUDGMENT, AND DISMISSING CASE 

 

WHEREAS, Dametrius Harrison and Vicki Jo Hines Norton (the “Class Representatives” 

or “Plaintiffs”), on behalf of themselves and the Settlement Class Members, and Hughes Federal 

Credit Union (“HFCU”) entered into and filed with the Court a Class Action Settlement 

Agreement and Release (the “Settlement Agreement”); 

WHEREAS, on ____________________, 2026, the Court entered an Order Certifying 

Settlement Class, Preliminarily Approving Class Settlement, and Directing the Issuance of 

Notice to the Settlement Class (the “Preliminary Approval Order”); 

WHEREAS, on ____________________, 2026, beginning at __________ _.m., the 

Court held a hearing to consider whether the Settlement should be approved as fair, reasonable, 

and adequate; whether final judgment should be entered; whether the requested Class 

Representative service awards should be approved; and whether Class Counsel’s request for fees, 

costs, and expenses should be approved; 



WHEREAS, the Court has considered all files, records, and proceedings in this Action, 

including the Settlement Agreement, the papers submitted in support of final approval, the 

application for Class Representative service awards, the application for Class Counsel fees and 

expenses, the Settlement Administrator’s declaration, and any objections or appearances; 

WHEREAS, there have been ______ objections to the Settlement and ______ timely 

requests for exclusion. A list of persons who timely and validly requested exclusion, if any, is 

attached to this Order or maintained in the Court record. 

THE COURT HEREBY FINDS, ORDERS, AND ADJUDGES THAT: 

1. Incorporation of Settlement Agreement. Capitalized terms used in this Order 

have the meanings assigned to them in the Settlement Agreement unless otherwise stated. 

2. Jurisdiction. The Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Action, 

Plaintiffs, HFCU, and all Settlement Class Members who did not timely and validly request 

exclusion. 

3. Settlement Class. For settlement purposes, the Court finally certifies the 

Settlement Class defined as follows: (a) all persons who financed the purchase of a motor vehicle 

for consumer use through Hughes, or who financed the purchase of such vehicle through another 

entity but such finance agreement was thereafter assigned to HFCU; (b) whose vehicle was 

pledged as collateral under the finance agreement; (c) from whom HFCU, as secured party, 

repossessed the vehicle or ordered it repossessed; (d) who had an Arizona address as of the date 

of repossession; (e) in the period commencing May 18, 2019 through August 4, 2023. 

4. Adequacy of Class Representatives. Dametrius Harrison and Vicki Jo Hines 

Norton fairly and adequately represented the interests of the Settlement Class. 



5. Adequacy of Class Counsel. Cary L. Flitter, Andrew M. Milz, Jody T. López-

Jacobs, and Edward Flitter, along with Flitter Milz, P.C., and Mark Rubin, along with Rubin & 

Bernstein PLLC, fairly and adequately represented the interests of the Settlement Class. 

6. Notice. The Settlement Administrator provided notice to the Settlement Class in 

accordance with the Preliminary Approval Order and the Settlement Agreement. The notice 

program constituted the best notice practicable under the circumstances, was reasonably 

calculated to apprise Settlement Class Members of the Settlement and their rights, and satisfied 

Arizona law, Rule 23, the United States Constitution, and due process. 

7. Final Approval. The Settlement Agreement is finally approved as fair, 

reasonable, adequate, and in the best interests of the Settlement Class. The Settlement was 

reached through arm’s-length negotiations after substantial litigation and investigation, provides 

substantial relief to Settlement Class Members, and avoids the risks, expenses, and delays of 

continued litigation. 

8. Settlement Relief. The Court approves the Settlement’s $7,000,000.00 Settlement 

Fund, the release and resolution by accord and satisfaction of approximately $25,603,000.00 in 

claimed Deficiencies subject to the terms of the Settlement Agreement and any timely Election 

Not to Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance, and the credit reporting relief 

described in the Settlement Agreement. 

9. Class Representative Service Awards. The Court approves Class Representative 

service awards in the amount of $15,000.00 to Dametrius Harrison and $15,000.00 to Vicki Jo 

Hines Norton, to be paid from the Settlement Fund in accordance with the Settlement 

Agreement. 



10. Class Counsel Fees and Expenses. The Court approves Class Counsel attorneys’ 

fees in the amount of $2,800,000.00 and litigation expenses in the amount of $__________, to be 

paid from the Settlement Fund in accordance with the Settlement Agreement. The Court finds 

those amounts fair and reasonable in light of the common fund and common benefits created, 

which exceeds $32,603,000.00, as well as the risks undertaken, the work performed, and the 

ongoing services reasonably anticipated to implement and oversee the Settlement. 

11. Administration Costs. The Court approves payment of reasonable notice and 

administration costs from the Settlement Fund in accordance with the Settlement Agreement. 

12. Dismissal and Release. Upon the Effective Date, Plaintiffs and all Settlement 

Class Members who did not timely and validly request exclusion shall, by operation of this Order 

and the Settlement Agreement, fully, finally, and forever release and discharge the Released 

Persons from the Settled Claims and shall be barred and enjoined from instituting or further 

prosecuting any Settled Claim in any forum. 

13. Release by HFCU and Accord and Satisfaction. Upon the Effective Date, 

HFCU shall be deemed to have released, settled, and compromised with prejudice, through 

accord and satisfaction, the Settled Claims, including the disputed Deficiency balances of 

Settlement Class Members, except as to any Deficiency of a Settlement Class Member who 

timely submitted an Election Not to Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance. 

14. Dismissal of Action. This Action is dismissed with prejudice, on the merits, and 

without costs except as provided in the Settlement Agreement and this Order, as to all Settlement 

Class Members who did not timely and validly request exclusion. 



15. Related Norton Litigation. Consistent with the Settlement Agreement, final 

approval of this Settlement shall cause the dismissal of the related Norton Litigation to become a 

dismissal with prejudice. 

16. Excluded Persons. Persons who timely and validly requested exclusion are not 

bound by the release of Settled Claims and shall not receive Settlement benefits. 

17. Cy Pres. Any Residual Funds shall be distributed in accordance with the 

Settlement Agreement: fifty percent (50%) to Angel Charities and fifty percent (50%) to the 

Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education to support activities and programs for 

consumer credit education, counseling, and/or advocacy on behalf of low-income Arizona 

consumers. 

18. No Admission. Neither this Order nor the Settlement Agreement is an admission 

or finding of liability, wrongdoing, or violation of law by HFCU, or an admission or finding that 

Plaintiffs’ claims lack merit. 

19. Continuing Jurisdiction. The Court retains continuing jurisdiction over the 

interpretation, implementation, administration, consummation, and enforcement of the 

Settlement Agreement and this Order. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

DATED this _____ day of ____________________, 2026. 

 

BY THE COURT: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Judge of the Superior Court 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit D 



Harrison-Norton v. Hughes Federal Credit Union Repo Settlement 

Election Not to Accept Compromise of Disputed Deficiency Balance 

 

Please complete this form only if you do not want to compromise the Deficiency that 

Hughes Federal Credit Union says is due from you following the sale of your vehicle in the 

amount of <<Amount of Auto Loan Deficiency>>. You do not need to submit this form to 

receive the cash payment or credit reporting benefits of the Settlement, and you do not need to 

submit this form if you want your disputed Deficiency resolved through the Settlement. 

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Street: _______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________ 

I declare that I am a Settlement Class Member in Harrison-Norton v. Hughes Federal 

Credit Union, Case No. C20232230, and I do NOT want to compromise with Hughes Federal 

Credit Union to resolve any Deficiency remaining on my vehicle finance account. 

 

___________________________________        __________________ 

Signature of Borrower                         Date 

 

___________________________________        __________________ 

Signature of Co-Borrower (if any)             Date 

You must return this form postmarked by [DATE 42 DAYS AFTER INITIAL MAILING 

OF CLASS NOTICE] to: 

HFCU Repossession Class Settlement 

P.O. Box 23648 

Jacksonville, FL 32241 




